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The notion of ‘responsible innovation’ has become fashionable amongst policy makers and 
knowledge institutes. In the new Horizon 2020 calls of the European Union ‘responsible research and 
innovation’ (RRI) figures prominently as a condition and an aim in itself. Arguably, the rise of RRI will 
show considerable overlap with the aims, philosophies and practices of TA. The overlap, though, will 
not be perfect and this raises questions about both RRI and TA.  

Technology Assessment has by now a history on its own. It has developed from exercises to predict 
and assess technological development in the 1970s, to methods for collective learning in the 1990s 
and approaches for co-construction in the 21st century. A range of approaches and methods have 
become established and used, including Participatory TA, Constructive TA, or Parliamentary TA. Some 
approaches stress innovation as an outcome, others see innovation as a process. A key feature is the 
inclusion of stakeholders as a means to gain insight and legitimation. 

Responsible innovation has only recently emerged as an umbrella term. The notion combines strands 
from corporate social responsibility (CSR), value-sensitive design and societal dialogues on 
technology. RRI will imply different understandings and aims for NGOs, ministries, consultancies, 
firms or universities. A recent volume on RRI summarizes the aim as follows: ‘to innovate responsibly 
entails a continuous commitment to be anticipatory, reflective, inclusive, deliberative, and 
responsive’ (Owen, R., J. Bessant, and M. Heintz, eds. 2013, Responsible Innovation, Chichester: John 
Wiley & Sons, p. 29).  

In this session, we will examine whether and how the various strands of TA are capable to address 
the aims of RRI. In particular this entails the following questions:  

- What are the basic assumption (philosophies) of TA and RRI: do they match or differ?  

- How is ethical inquiry (not) part of TA? 

- What is the role of stakeholders in TA practices? How does stakeholder inclusion sanction, 
guide and limit the process? 

The organizers will present a position paper and invite other papers to be presented. The discussion 
is devoted to designing a future research agenda.  

 

Further information: 
Please send your abstract directly to H.vanLente@uu.nl 
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