
2nd European TA conference 
The Next Horizon of Technology Assessment 
 
Berlin, 25-27 February 2015 
 

Call for Papers: 
E-Infrastructures for Technology Assessment 
Session Organizer:  Michael Nentwich 

Institution:  Institute of Technology Assessment (ITA), Austrian Academy of Sciences 

A-1030 Vienna, Strohgasse 45/5 

Contact:   mnent@oeaw.ac.at 

Session Duration: 1,5h 

Keywords:  portals, video-conferencing, social network sites, networking, micro-blogging 

The TA community, comprising both practitioners/researchers and their partners/addressees in 
politics and society, started using digital tools two decades ago. Today the Internet is both an 
everyday working environment and an indispensable source of information for TA. Skype meetings or 
the use of WebEx and similar videoconferencing platforms did not replace all face-to-face project 
meetings, but are increasing in numbers. In the last years some members of the technology 
assessment community tentatively started to use Web 2.0 platforms, such as social network sites 
(e.g. Facebook), micro-blogging (e.g. Twitter), or Wikipedia. More recently, two initiatives developed 
encompassing Internet portals making accessible a wealth of TA-related information and data (the 
PACITA TA Portal and the openTA Fachportal). This evolving e-infrastructure, these initiatives and 
changing practices will most likely have an impact on how TA is organized and carried out in the 
future. 

In this session we seek to bring together both papers presenting the latest developments, platforms 
and practices, as well as first assessments of how they potentially change the way TA is done. We 
shall ask whether the relationship between TA and its addressees in politics and society is changing 
and if so, in what respect. We shall explore what the actors involved (producers, co-producers and 
consumers) expect and need (and potentially are unaware of), what the current e-infrastructure is 
able to deliver and what seems to be missing. We will try to assess how the future digital working 
and communication environment of the TA community will look like and what factors may influence 
this development. 

Further information: 
Please send your abstract directly to mnent@oeaw.ac.at 
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