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Tackling the grand societal challenges often requires long-term thinking and planning. Governing 
such processes of change as well as the implementation of specific projects thus needs to deal not 
only with current challenges, but also needs to ensure that a mode of governing is established, which 
is conceived in such a way that it is “fit for the future”, i.e. can theoretically remain intact for time 
periods of up to several decades.  

Many of the challenges cannot be solved in established ways. In some cases the public calls for 
participation as they do not agree with the way that the government deals with a certain issue, in 
other cases the government might depend on stakeholders to implement a certain project or provide 
a certain service. Governance is considered as innovative approach to dealing with those challenges. 
Depending on different contexts and action fields, governance arrangements can take on many 
different forms.  

Making such arrangements work over a long period of time needs careful planning. Aspects such as 
the organization of transparency as well as of checks and balances in decision-making, the design of 
interfaces between formal and informal decision-making (strongly regulated or sporadic), questions 
of responsibility, the organization of flexibility and the legal form of the network might play a role.  

But how does this look in practice? In this session we would like to discuss this challenge from an 
empirical as well as practical point of view. 

Possible research questions to be discussed are: 

• How are different forms of governance networks organized to make themselves “fit for the 
future” (esp. with regard to transparency and decision-making) and are they successful? If 
yes, why? 

• How to ensure long-term participation of stakeholders (motivation/structure)? 
• Are there examples in which governments welcomed such long-term governance 

arrangements? If yes, what were the crucial aspects? 

We welcome contributions from practitioners a well as the fields of Technology Assessment, Political 
Sciences, Sociology, Planning Studies and similar.  

Further information: 
Please send your abstract directly to anika.huegle@kit.edu 
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