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Parliaments perform an important democratic function in overseeing and scrutinising Government, 
making new laws and debating the issues of the day. Research evidence is one type of information 
used to inform Parliamentary debate and scrutiny. Effective technology assessment and the use of 
research evidence therefore have the potential to improve public policy, enhance public services, 
contribute to the quality of public debate and thus strengthen democracy. 

The UK’s Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (POST) is undertaking a research project to 
understand the role that research evidence plays in Parliamentary scrutiny, debate and legislative 
work in Westminster.  

This conference session will bring together relevant people from academia, parliaments and the 
policy community across Europe to share their perspectives and experiences of: 

 The ways that research evidence feeds into and contributes to parliamentary processes. 
 The factors (processes, mechanisms and culture) that facilitate or prevent the use of 

research evidence in parliament. 
 The challenges of using research evidence in parliamentary processes. 
 The range of ways that of parliamentary advice and support on research evidence is 

organised. 
 Approaches to studying the use of research in parliaments. 

We would like to invite presentation submissions in the following areas. Please note, presentations 
should be of more than 15 minutes duration and should address one, or more, of the questions 
below directly. 

1. How does research evidence feed into and contribute to parliamentary processes? 
2. What factors (processes, mechanisms and culture) facilitate or prevent the use of research 

evidence in parliament? 
3. How is parliamentary advice and support on research evidence organised in different 

Parliaments internationally? 
4. How best can we develop infrastructure for advice and support on research evidence in 

parliament? 
5. How has the use of research in parliaments been studied internationally? 

 

Further information: 
Please send your abstract directly to kennyc@parliament.uk  
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