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One of the uncontested findings of research on technological innovation is that it is not a self driven 
process but a process which is shaped and directed by societal actors. This raises the issue of the 
legitimacy of this process. Modern concepts like upstream engagement and Responsible Research 
and Innovation (RRI) demand a societal dialogue in an early phase of the innovation process in order 
to expand the social basis of decision making processes to stakeholders and to the general public and 
to guide the innovation into a path which is supported by the public.  

 

The demand for a societal dialogue in an early phase raises three major problems:  

The first problem is related to the so called Collingridge-Dilemma. In an early phase of the 
development, before the closure of the technology, the knowledge about a technology and its 
consequences is so limited that a societal dialogue is hardly possible because of the vagueness of the 
topic. If societal dialogue is too late, it might happen after closure processes in the development of 
the new technologies.  

The second problem refers to participation in dialogues. Upstream engagement and RRI assume that 
there is a general willingness to participate in any discourse on new technologies. Awareness of 
technologies may be very limited in an early phase. The willingness of people to participate in 
dialogue processes is not a given fact but a challenge for those organizing dialogues.  

A third problem refers to stakeholder participation. Stakeholder participation requires active 
stakeholders. There are enormous differences in regard to stakeholder activities on different issues. 
There are well organized interests but also issues where it is difficult to find stakeholders which can 
be engaged.  

 

While upstream engagement and RRI are more or less uncontested as concepts, the methodology of 
engagement becomes more important.  

In this context we invite papers which address experiences with public engagement activities in a 
very early phase of technology development (i.e. before a closure in the reflected technologies). Of 
particular interests are experiences in participatory projects in fields where stakeholders have not yet 
detected an issue as a challenge for their stakes.  

 

Further information: 
Please send your abstract directly to juergen.hampel@sowi.uni-stuttgart.de 
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