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The transition to an energy system not any longer based on fossil fuels and the advance of smart 
energy technologies count among the key societal challenges mentioned in the call text of the 
PACITA 2015 conference. Although there seems to be a broad agreement that something has to be 
done in these areas, developments seem at present more stalling than accelerating. Still, already 
observable as well as anticipated future challenges such as energy security, climate change or the 
global competitiveness of European economies require a careful design of energy related policy 
strategies. It is widely acknowledged that for coping with these future challenges technical and 
organizational innovations are needed. A broad range of innovations are available and emerging that 
has the potential to contribute to such a transformation. But in many countries and on the European 
level there are ongoing debates about what is it the right strategy in the energy sector. So, there 
seems to be no clear answer on what is responsible innovation in context of energy transitions. 
Against this backdrop, the overall objective of this session is to better connect the academic and 
political discussions on energy transitions with the concept of responsible innovation. 

An important question in the present discussions is what innovations in the energy sector can 
actually be called “responsible”. Is it responsible to support innovations that might have a 
detrimental effect for the economy – as supporters of the old electricity regime claim when opposing 
support schemes for renewables – or that might lead to higher energy prices that put a heavy burden 
especially on the lower strata of the population? Are innovations in renewables not also detrimental 
in many other respects to the environment? In other arenas it is being discussed whether further 
innovations along established technology trajectories (e.g. coal) can be called “responsible”. The 
debates around the CCS technology would be a point in case. 

The proposed session intends to deal with these and related questions. In more detail it wants to ask: 

- What is the importance of responsible research (RRI) and innovation for energy transitions? 
- How are debates about innovations in the energy system “framed”? 
- What is the meaning of “responsible” in these contexts? 
- To what extent can Technology Assessment provide guidance for enlightened discussions 

about RRI? 
- Is there a good practice for RRI in the energy field, for socially sound, “robust”, resilient and 

practical solutions? 

 

Further information: 
Please send your abstract directly to gerhard.fuchs@soz.uni-stuttgart.de and jens.schippl@kit.edu 
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