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Complex policy problems may require public participation, especially when characterized by large 
impact on society and with technological uncertainty. This session aims to provide and collect fresh 
insights in how to involve citizens in a policy problem that entails great technological uncertainty, a 
potentially large societal impact, and a very long time horizon. The storage of radioactive waste is 
such a policy problem. 

EU member states are asked to make a national program for the management of radioactive waste. 
This program is part of the 2011/70/Euratom directive. This directive requires EU member states to 
clarify their national policy for managing radioactive waste disposal. The directive also requires that 
the ‘public’ should be given the opportunity to actually participate in the decision-making process 
about the management of radioactive waste disposal.  

Long term public participation on radioactive waste management raises many difficult questions. For 
instance, how do we ensure that our children and grandchildren can join this participation process? 
Who has to participate in public participation? How can we make such a highly complex problem 
concrete enough for participation? Are we justified in passing responsibility for taking a final disposal 
decision to our grandchildren? And, how will we deal with progressive insights and developing 
technologies? 

We call for papers that give insights in ways of organizing long term public participation for complex 
policy problems. Even though radioactive waste management is mentioned as an example, papers on 
public participation trajectories for other complex policy problems are also welcome. The papers 
address abovementioned difficulties and give insights in ways of organizing public participation that 
is imbedded in both society and government. 

 

Further information: 
Please send your abstract directly to a.devries@rathenau.nl 
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