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Access to basic energy is acknowledged as a critical pillar for achieving the United Nation’s 
Millennium Development Goals. However, today there remain over 1.3 billion people without access 
to electricity and 2.6 billion people without clean cooking facilities. More than 95 % of these people 
are either in sub-Saharan African or developing Asia and 84% are in rural areas (WEO 2013; 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2013/02/weodata/index.aspx).  
A key feature of this session will be hearing firsthand, the experiences of a range of stakeholders 
working to deploy various low carbon energy technologies in developing countries. The processes 
they have used for technology deployment and the associated successes and/or failures of each will 
be examined. What have been the social, political, ethical and legal implications for each? 
We propose to use Hennen et al’s (2010) Typology of Impacts, to identify which dimensions of issue 
and impact are being addressed and what further opportunities may exist for participatory 
technology assessment (pTA) to enhance the overall deployment of energy technologies, and 
ultimately work towards the eradication of human poverty and improving the livelihoods of those 
less fortunate around the globe. We will explore the responsibilities of the developed world, 
particularly those who export their resources to many developing countries in helping to alleviate 
poverty for those less privileged.  
Questions include: 

• What are the challenges for deploying large scale mitigation technologies in local 
communities currently without electricity or in fuel poverty? 

• How do different political structures (across local, state and national levels) impact 
deployment of low carbon technologies?  

• Does a national vision for energy impede or enhance deployment?  
• What are the complexities and contrasts between the developed and developing world 

contexts for the energy planning mix and associated infrastructure deployment?  
• What are the current (socio-technical) energy issues and their long term impacts for future 

generations? 
• Can social unrest help to foster participatory processes (public engagement)? 
• What are the associated ethical issues arising from the interplay of such considerations?  

The chairs welcome presentations from those across the globe with firsthand experience in 
deploying energy technologies in developing and/or fast developing countries. This truly is a complex 
issue requiring multidisciplinary approaches. As such we welcome presentations from multiple 
disciplines and these may include (but not limited to) sociologists, political scientists, anthropologists, 
economists, historians, and ethicists. 
Reference: 
Hennen et al. (2004): Towards a Framework for Assessing the Impact of Technology Assessment. In: 
Decker, M.; Ladikas, M. (Eds): Bridges between Science, Society and Policy: Technology Assessment - 
Methods and Impacts. Berlin, Heidelberg, New York  
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